Management of incinerator residues in Flanders (Belgium) and in neighbouring countries. A comparison.
This paper covers the Flemish legislative tools concerning the management of bottom ash, fly ash and APC residue from municipal waste incinerators, with respect to their contamination with heavy metals. The situation in Flanders is compared to the one in the Walloon region, The Netherlands, Germany and France. Waste management in the countries considered differs on the level of available management options, of leaching tests and of limit values. To make an indicative comparison of leaching tests and limit values in the different countries, leaching tests were carried out on bottom ash and fly ash, and the results are compared to the relevant limit values for recycling and landfilling of the different countries. The comparison of legislations as well as the leaching results show that discrepancies in waste management between the different regions and countries exist. Recently, European limit values for landfilling became available. European legislation on recycling, however, has not been developed and urgently needs to be considered and drafted as the market for recycling can be expanding rapidly.